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What have you learned from 40 years at Glide? The most profound messengers are those 
you least expect to be your mirrors and your teachers—the woman in the recovery circle, 
the hungry person in the meals line.

What brings you joy during the holidays? To me, the meaning of Christmas is the 
celebration of rebirth and birth. The metaphors of homelessness and pregnancy 
and being outcast are given real-life meaning and are inspiration for our ac-
tions. During the holidays we attempt to create a sense of home for those 
who have no home, those who are lonely and on the streets, those whose 
lives are spent in despair and addiction, and those who cannot afford to 
give their children the materials gifts of warm food and new clothes or toys.

Who are your real-life heroes? The women, children, and men who 
break out of cycles of poverty, abuse, violence, and generational addic-
tions. They model courage, stamina, and fortitude because the slopes to 
success that they must climb are so much steeper and more perilous than 
those of people who are more privileged. 

Who are your fictional heroes? Fa Mu Lan, a Chinese woman warrior. 
Amaterasu, the Japanese sun goddess who abhorred violence so much 
she took away her light until she realized how much her light saved 
the world. And Columbo.

What is the best compliment you’ve ever received? Maya Angelou 
said, “Anyone can be a good administrator. Not everyone can be a 
great poet. Spend more time with your poetry.” 

Who are your favorite poets? Neruda, Lorca, Angelou, Basho, 
Rumi, June Jordan, Al Robles, James Mitsui, Audre Lorde, Joy Harjo, 
Adrienne Rich.

What book is on your night table? The Love Poems of Rumi.

Who is the love of your life? My husband, Reverend Cecil Williams.

What skill do you wish you possessed? To sing like Patti LaBelle.

Why is preparing fish a political act? Fish head soup, chicken feet, 
homegrown root vegetables, and herbs kept us alive, through 
memories of barbed wire, confiscation of property, post-war racism, 
and self-hate. [Mirikitani is a third-generation Japanese American 
who was held in an internment camp during World War II.]

Name other local charities that people should hear more about. 
Project Open Hand, St. Anthony Dining Room, and the San Francisco 
Food Bank are well known, but they cannot be acknowledged 
enough for their years of good work and dedication to the have-nots.

What is your daily creed? Get it done. Thank you. B

A Daily Miracle Worker
Community activist, visionary leader, and San Francisco poet laureate JaNice MirikitaNi will be honored for  

40 years of service to the city’s poor and marginalized at Glide Memorial Church.

Janice Mirikitani will be honored at Glide on December 7.  
For more information, see page 24.
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